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SONG OF THE 80’S:
THE FINAL COUNTDOWN

• Song: The Final Countdown

• Name of Group/musicians: Europe

• Year: 1986

• Genre: Arena Rock

• Audio File:

I interviewedMr. Newman who is the librarian at 
Science Leadership Academy. In 1986 Mr. Newman 
loved listening to the song The Final Countdown. He 
says the song was very anthemic and that “it was a big 
song, I really liked it, it was awesome!” Mr. Newman 
also says The song was vaguely about space travel 
and it was fun to listen to.



EVENT FROM 1986
• Today in 2011 all schools in the United States are required to learn about 

African American history, but in 1986 that wasn’t the case. Teachers back in 
1986 attempted to teach students about black history but needed assistence 
from other historians. Adults back in 1986 conducted research themselves 
inorder to learn more about African American History.

Even though African American History was not taught one hundred percent in 
1986 it is today. Forteen years after 1986 all schools in the United States are 
mandated to teach African American History. Parents of black students urged 
teachers back 1980’s to teach there history to their kids but African American 
history wasn’t mandated untill 2005. Therefore students today have more 
knowledge on black histiry than students probably had in 1986.

Article links:                                                                                                        
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/01/12/weekinreview/education-watch-black-history-struggles-to-keep-up-with-
the-demand.html?scp=9&sq=African+American&st=nyt                                                                                                                                                                   

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/06/25/education/25philly.html

Picture from NYTimes article 2005. 
Link to article  posted below.



Is It Michael Jackson?????
Song: Don’t Stop ‘Til You Get Enough

Name Of Artist/s: Michael Jackson

Year: 1979

Genre: Pop

Audio File:

For music of the 1970’s I interviewd Ms. Dunn who is a 
English Teacher at science Leadership Academy. Music from 
the 70’s that really stood out to Ms. Dunn was Micheal 
Jackson’s solo album, OFF THE BACK WALL. When asked to 
Ms. Dunn why she liked this album she replied “He was a 
genius, i loved him” A particular song from this album that 
Ms. Dunn liked to listen to was Don’t Stop ‘Till You Get 
Enough, because i had great lyrics and great music to go 
along with it.



Event from 1976 

In 1976 Barbara Jordan was the first African 
American woman to give a keynote speech. Jordan 
Barbara’s speech was ranked 5th in Top 100 American 
Speeches of the 20th century. In her speech Barbara 
Jordan talked about why the Democratic Party was 
more estraordinary. She gave her audience a lot to 
think about and take notice to. Barbara Jordan asked 
everyone to come together regarding race, sexuality, 
or any kind of background to create a better living 
environment. She stated in her speech in paragraph 
15.

“As a first step -- As a first step, we must restore 
our belief in ourselves. We are a generous people, 
so why can't we be generous with each other?”

From reading her speech Barbara Jordan asked 
Americans to sacrfice since that is the only way to 
put together a better nation.                                             

• Article Links:                                                          
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/
barbarajordan1976dnc.html



• Song: My Girl

• Name of Musicians/Group: The Temptations

• Year: 1964

• Genre: R&B/Soul

• Audio File:

The person I interviewed for 1986 was Ms. Diane. She is the secretary at Science 
Leadership Academy. Ms. Diane enjoyed listening to The Temptaions back in the 
1960’s. Ms. Diane thought that the Temptations had really great tunes and amazing 
rythem. The Temptations first started in the sisxties and immediately drew a agrat 
audience. Ms. Diane really liked the song My Girl from Motown Sound, since it was a 
really great song to dance to.

WHICH IS THE SONG OF THE 60’S?!?!??!



Event from1966

From 1955 to 1968 the African American Civil Rights movement took 
place. African Americans all over the United States fought for their 
rights and equality. In 1966 the time of “Black Power” was when 
African American started to see themselves for who they really are. 
They started to make their own identity by finding themselves. 

Another big event in 1966 was the founding of the Black Panthers. A 
organization or a political group set up to fight for black rights. The 
Black Panthers were founded shortly after the death of Malcolm X, a 
prominant civil rights individual. 
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